Severe persistent biphasic local (immediate and late) skin reactions to insulin.
A patient with adult-onset insulin-requirging diabetes mellitus had persistent severe local reactions to all available insulins of animal origin. Skin reactions were biphasic in nature with both immediate and late characteristics. An extensive immunologic investigation of this problem was undertaken, revealing evidence of reaginic antibody involvement in the reactions. Routine histologic studies suggested the possibility that Arthus-type mechanisms played a part, although this impression was not confirmed by immunofluorescent microscopy. A program of medical management provided some relief of symptoms.